Mexican Revolution

1. Causes / Precursor

a. Dias

i. Brought some progress

ii. A figure that would not move

iii. As he got older, more and more resistant to change

iv. Poor Mexico, so far from God, but so close to the United States

v. Few Mexican natives prospered

vi. Foreigners and the top elite dominated 75% of Mexico’s wealth

vii. Rurales, Le de fuga, shot while trying to escape

viii. Ran Mexico like a crime boss

ix. A dog with a bone in it’s mouth will either steal or bite


b. Most Mexicans had it bad

i. Common Mexicans were slowly starving to death.

ii. Very poor

iii. Average life expectancy was 30. In Mexico City, it was 20

iv. 439/1000 babies born died in their first year. Some places were as high as 80%

v. Caloric intake had declined 30% in the last 100 years

c. Ricardo Flores Magon

i. Weekly newspaper, “Regenneracion”

1. Slightly spoke badly about Dias, Dias ran the 3 brothers out of the country


d. Creelman

i. Journalist, was writing a favorable story about Dias

ii. Dias said that he was not going to run for president in 1910

1. This caused a lot of political commotion

iii. Dias decides he will run in 1910


e. Madero

i. Personal Details

1. Educated at Berkley

2. Spiritualist. Believed in ghosts and séances

a. Received premonition from Ouija board

3. Vegetarian, even though he was on a big cattle farm


ii. 1910, candidate for the Anti Reelection Party

1. Wanted presidents to only hold 1 term

2. Very popular on his speaking tour. Some cities sent 15-20k people to see him.

3. Dias had him arrested on trumped up charges

4. After election, Dias got 2.5 mil votes and 197 for Madero


iii. Went to San Antonio and worked on the Plan of San Luis Potosi

1. Declared the last election as fraudulent

2. Had his values mixed up


2. Genesis under Madero

a. November 20th, 1910

i. Crossed the Rio Grande in the wrong place

ii. Had to re-cross for photo ops


b. People liked the idea of revolution

i. Vacaros joined,  they had horses and weapons

ii. Bandits like Poncho Villa joined

iii. Zapata

1. Full blooded Indian

2. Hacienda worker, not a peon

3. Did not like the maldistribution of land. 1% of Mexicans owned 99% of the land while 75% of the Mexicans worked the land.

4. Tierra y Libertad

iv. First battle of the revolution was in Ciudad Juarez

1. Rebels Vs Federals
c. May 25th, Dias resigns

i. Moves to Paris to retire

d. Francisco de la Barra
i. Called for disbanding of the rebel armies

ii. Carried out the plan of San Luis Potosi

e. Zapata’s plan of Ayala

f. Election set for November, fighting already happening in the South

g. Francisco Orozco

i. Was a strong supporter of Madero

ii. Wanted the ministry of war position and payout

iii. When he didn’t get it, he rebelled

h. Huerta placed  in charge of the Army

i. Never drank water, always drank liquor

ii. Had an eye condition so he became an opium addict

iii. Family man, 11 children, loving father

iv. Good soldier, sent to fight Orozco and won

v. Put on medical leave so he was inactive for the next battle

i. Feb 8th, 1913

i. Felix Dias, Madragon, Bernardo Reyes and one other guy

ii. Decina Trageda

iii. Huerta informed Madero that the battle was unwinnable and that he and the VP must resign

iv. Madero resigned, Congress left, Lacarin became the intermediary president

1. Lacarin made Huerta the secretary of war

2. Lacarin resigned

3. Huerta became president

3. Anti Huerta

a. Everyone hated him, but he got rid Madero
b. Woodrow Wilson put in place a policy called Moral Diplomacy

i. The US would not recognize a country unless they followed their own constitution

ii. Saw Mexico under Huerta as country with blood on it’s hands

iii. They supported foreign interests, Europe recognized Huerta

iv. If there would be an uprising, the US would back the rebels


c. Plan of Guadalupe

i. Govt would make needed social economic and political reforms

d. Caranza

i. Opposition Leader

e. Obregon

i. Personal Details

1. Half Mexican, Half Irish

2. Mechanic, farmer, rancher

3. No military experience

4. Became militia captain and then the best general that Carranza had
f. Woodrow Wilson intervenes

i. Ship from germany is headed to Huerta, Wilson wants to intercept

ii. US Sailors on shore leave got into a fight and thrown in jail

iii. Wilson declares this as an act of war against  US

iv. Wilsons demands

1. huerta must apologise

2. pay a small indemnity to US

3. Wanted Huerta to lower their flag and salute the US which was seen as a form of surrender

v. Negotiated with Carranza to take over

g. Attempts at reconciliation fell apart

i. Carranza and Huerta could not agree

ii. Zapata is still down there fighting


4. Civil War

a. Progression of war

i. Moderate beginning

ii. Grows more radical

iii. All of the sides agree on the issues but they can’t agree who would lead

iv. Reaction, trying to gain stability
v. 7 million will die
b. Carranza withdrew from Mexico City and took Vera Cruz
i. Access to the sea

ii. Control the customs house to bring in some money

iii. Took weapons that were confiscated from that German ship

c. While holding Vera Cruz, he lured Poncho Villa to attack

i. Villa lost 12-14k people

ii. Obregon lost 300

iii. Villa gets beaten time and time again and eventually moved north to Chihuahua

d. Zapatistas were also mowed down in the same way with trench warfare

e. US recognizes Carranza and it angers Villa

f. Villa attacks Columbus New Mexico

5. Consolidation of Power Under Carranza

a. New constitution of 1917

i. Carranza anticipated that it would be simple

ii. Gave the committee 2 months to work on it

iii. Mugica

1. Was a supporter of Carranza but far more radical

a. Debate on Article III – Education would be free and compulsory in Mexico, but it would be secular and nonreligious
iv. Pastor Rouiy – Wrote the 2 most radical articles. These articles were not even debated, they passed by acclamation.

1. Article XXVII – All wealth of the earth belonged to the nation, like oil, minerals, etc. Mexico’s land belonged to Mexico. Emanate Domain. Foreigners could own land but not within 100 km of international borders or 50 km from the coast

2. Article CXXIII – Equal pay for equal work. Pregnancy leave. Rights of labor.

v. Anticlerical and antichurch

1. Government could set the ratio of priests to parishioners

2. Priests were considered to be  representatives of a foreign power

vi. 135 Articles pass on Jan 31st and into effect on Feb 5th 1917
b. Carranza became president
i. Do nothing type

ii. Killed Zapata

iii. Bought out Villa

c. Carranza killed in 1920 when he tried to push in a friend as president

