Economic Expansion

Argentina - 1852
Large Indian population that will be part of the movement. Under Rosas, country was closed to foreign intervention. With Rosa’s overthrow, the xenophobic policies were ended. Actively recruiting Europeans. Consolidation of central authority puts an end to the independent regional rules and caudillo. More of an urban driven society. Political initiative is no longer with the strong men and the cavalry forces, instead falls under generals, writers, speakers, anyone that can gather votes. Instead of a cavalry, they build an infantry with artillery. Buenos Aires comes into it’s own with qtr million people. Immigrants, manufactured goods and investments come from Europeans. They wanted to modernize but did not have the facilities, needed manufacturing, technical schools, etc.  People are still investing in land and cattle because it promised them social prestige.
1870, refunds it’s public debt which made it a good credit risk internationally. Rail roads pop up and allow travel into Indian areas in 1857. 1870 = unprecedented economic growth. Became a major exporter of beef, mutton, corn. Expansion created a new land and a new people like the industrial revolution transformed Europe. Cereal and meat production for European markets mold the emerging nation of Argentina in a manner where you have a real foundation that other countries do not have.

Argentina was more  successful at subduing the Indian population than the US was. 
Argentina does not have a monoculture. They have a variety of products. US is still more diverse because they have industry. 

Main reason Europeans move to Argentina is because they can have land and be farmers. 1880s still has cheap land available unlike in the US. 

Julio Roca leads an expedition to the Rio Negro valley. National troops destroyed the Indians with their superior communication devices and Remington center fire rifles. Indians are moved to reservations where they live in poverty and struggle to maintain their cultures. 
Conquest of the desert removes the Indian barrier. Moved west.

Ruled by oligarchy, dignified educated progressive individuals. 

Beef is the cheapest item in the Argentine diet. Their beef was not a very high quality, stringy. Not a very desired product. Can either transport it frozen or “on the hoof”.

1.8 mil in 1869
4.0 mil is 1895 – 1.5 mil immigrants

1890s, arrival of golondrinos, Italians and Spanish, turn into labor force for the wheat and corn industrty.

 Beef industry is sensitive to diseases such as Anthrax and hoof & mouth. 

1884 Argentina has their own homestead act, land grants of 1500 acres. The land went to the rich and educated.

Chile

Economic revolution of Chile under Portales begins with resounding good luck. Silver mine from the chanarcillo region produces 450 pesos of the 890 million pesos that were made.

Discovers nitrates. Mining is 78.5 percent of exports in Chile. Instead of meats, grains and wool, they take minerals and nitrates out of the ground. British supplied a lot of capital needed for the mining industry. 

William Wheelright is from Massachusettes but is backed by English money. Builds infrastructure to prepare ports for exportation of minerals. 

War of the pacific – guano wars. Nitrate is needed for fertilizer and ammunition. Nitrates boom lasts until world war 1 when Germany perfects processes for producing man made nitrates.

Brazil
1888, slaves are freed. Enlarging their territory through purchase, conquest and arbitration. Have a new constitution that exhaults regionalism. Focus of political power shifts to the southern city of Sao Paulo. New class of industrialists will clash with old upper class. Their new motto is Order & Progress, it is incorporated in to their flag. Banking speculation is very popular. Revitilizing and beautifiying their cities so they look nice for foreign visitors. 
1904, first manufacturing, first strike. 

1907, Brazilian labor federation is founded, labor is represented in government.

1914, after WW1, modernization goes to a different level. Able to provide supplies for warring nations.

Rapid urbanization due to transportation advances. Health and sanitation is now an issue because the business class demands clean water.

After the Paraguayan war, the army is lurking in the background. During the war, Brazil laid RRs through their back country.

Pace of modernization is uneven.  The country is very big and developed only in certain places. 

1876, first country with a telephone. Approaching self sufficiency. Traditional plantation.

Mexico

Diaz and his associates monopolize the country in all sectors. Rules by pan o palo, bread or stick, reward of punishment.

1876-1911, dominate, unable to get him out of power, a dictator, not a free system, excludes the younger generation, dominates society. Re-election occurs over and over again.

Land is monopolized by the major parties, the foreigners dominate the cities and industry. Oppression that occurs is against the working class and the peons that work the rural lands. 2 groups are completely left out of the political system. They either obey and get the few meager rewards that Diaz is willing to give them. Socially, the hacienda system is still going on. Revives the church influence that was eliminated with the revolution. Money is sucked off into the upper levels while the Mexicans are impoverished. The only opposition that exists comes from intellectuals. 

Magon brothers have a regeneration program that attacks the disparities of the system and attempts to bring together the rich and the poor. 

Enriques – proposes the most explosive issue, the rights to land. Poor people can’t even grow their own food.

PLM – Mexican Liberal Party – reform, culminates in 1917 constitution. Calls for political social economic reform.

Everywhere

Neocolonialism – era of considerable economic control

US develops more rapidly
Immigration is a tremendous influence in latin America.

Argentina is 50% immigrant by 1900

