Conservatives

Creoles

Rich

Elite

Land owners

Liberals
Middle class

Mestizos

Hate the Church and military

Say they want democracy but keep screwing it up

Redistribution of land

Want opportunity to participate in government

Liberal / conservative conflicts, extremely polarized factions were in Mexico and Colombia.

Liberal Conservative Struggles in Central America in mid 19th Century
Wars for independence create political chaos. Leads to rise of the Caudillos. 
1848, revolutions in Europe. There are 50 going on world wide. Only England does not go through a revolution. Introduced the idea of reform. Brings up social issues.
New Men – liberal class, merchants, professionals, some lower clergy, upper clergy is still elite

From nation to nation, there are different issues. However, they are mostly concerned on the power of the elite. The church maintains its roll and status unchanged from colonial times. Liberals want to limit the power of the church. Looking for a separation of the church and state. Want the church to get out of education.
Stuff the liberals want

Program of the liberals to remove power of the church

1. want free public education. Remove dogma. Severely cut down the power of the church.

2. Separation of church and state

3. Civil control of records. Secularization of marriage.  Access to records for all. Church was dominating all life cycle events such as birth, death, marriage, owning land.
4. Religious tolerance. Lots of immigrants are not Catholic.

5. Civil marriage. You can make and break civil contracts, divorce. Unheard of until 1915 in Uruguay and Mexico.

6. Propose that the state confiscate church’s land. When people died, they sometimes left land to the church. Secularization of cemeteries. Confiscate all church properties that are not used for worship. 50% of the land belonged to the church. Once confiscated, redistribution to people that need it to live. Confiscate the church’s surplus wealth. Taxing the church.
How to break up and hurt the land owners

1. Confiscation of land, eminent domain

2. Entailed estate. Eliminate the ability of inheriting land.

3. Fueros. Remove the rights they had  that eliminated them from certain things like taxation. Equality.
4. Eliminate electoral monopoly. Only the rich could vote. Suffrage.
Military

1. Depoliticize the military. Good luck. Make them guardians of the constitution. Cuadillismo is a strong movement in Latin America.
2. Citizen militias rather than a national military.

3. Special courts. Counters the idea of justice. Could deal with civilian matters, gave special privileges to the military.

Stuff the conservatives want
1. Status quo

2. Religion y fueros. Roman Catholic church, maintain fueros.

3. Liberals want modernism, conservatives don’t.

Mexico is one of the most turbulent areas. After downfall of Santa Anna in 1855, Mexico is ready for liberal reform. In the administration of Gomez Farias 1833 he brings up the liberal agenda. Limit the tyranny of the church, the landed interest and military and reform the government. Conservative govt has been in charge. Movement in southern Mexico leads to Plan of Ayutla. If you have a conservative in power, over throw him and establish a new constitution.

Despite Santa Anna’s efforts to eliminate liberal change, La Reforma starts with the Plan of Ayutla and the downfall of Santa Anna’s reign. Benito Juarez is back from his exile and is Minister of Justice. Mexicans find their hero in Felix Zuloaga. Mexico has 2 presidents and a Civil War. Jan 1858, worst part of civil war starts. 
Juarez is recognized as the leader of the true republic. He is an orphaned Indian sheep herder who studies as a priest. He enters politics as a liberal because he is an Indian. Juarez flees to US in 1853, New Orleans. 1855, returns. 1858 claims to be the rightful ruler of the Mexican Republic. 

Conservatives are in DF and control the army and the rich areas of Mexico. They have an advantage in power. Puts reformers against traditionalists. Army vs. familiars. Church vs anti-clerical pro secular population.

War of reform lasts for 3 years when Miramon replaces Zuloaga. Since clergy aided conservatives, Juarez passed the laws of Veracruz. Church and state are separated. Tolerence of other religions. Friars must become civilians. Gifts to the church of more than 1500 pesos must be turned over to the state. Nuns are allowed to remain in their convent until they die… once they die the state will close the convents. Legalize civil marriage. Authorized the confiscation of church properties and all properties that are not directly used for worship. All of these items favor the middle class… not so much the lower class. Gains them backing of the USA. USA likes Juarez. Punishes the church and encourages immigration. Increases modernization and development of infrastructure by the immigrants. Laws are put into effect wherever the liberals were in control. Humiliated the clergy. Pillaged churches. Conservative reaction is to treat all liberals as blasphemers. Church killed liberals. 
Juarez does not have support of Catholic governments in Europe but maintains constant support by the US. In the war, Miramon (Conservative general) won most of the battles. The liberals looked like regular citizens because they were using guerilla style combat. 
Ley Juarez – Denied military and ecclesiastic courts. Juarez was excommunicated by Pope Pius the 9th. 

Ley Lerdo – Miguel Lerdo de Tejada – Curtailed church powers. Forbid civil and religious organizations from owning property. 

Constitution of 1857, work of Ocampo. Incorporates these liberal reforms. General personal liberties. Clergy is not allowed to hold office. Abolished military courts and fueros. 

Most of the leaders backing the liberal agenda are now dead. Some are killed by conservative uprisings. 

1861, London Madrid and Paris block the port of Vera Cruz. Tri-partide treaty. England and Spain leave but France stays. Napoleon 3rd hopes to exploit Mexican resources. France uses the term Latin America. Draws on Latin background of Spanish and French languages. 

