Santa Anna

President of mexico 6 times between 1821-1855. Less officially president another 5 times.

Mexico began independent monarchy in 1822. Iturbide became Augustine the 1st. Conducted the ceremonies himself, blessed himself and became emporer. Generals began to conspire against Iturbide, he did not pay the army.

Plans circumvent the constitution and become the law.

Between 1821 and 1921, mexico produces about 100 plans.

Plan of casa mate. Constitution abolished congress, Iturbide reinstates congress. The point of mentioning the plans is to show that the constitution doesn’t really mean anything. The observance of the law is not held to high regard.

Santa Anna named Iturbide as a rebel because he was toying with the way government was put together. Iturbide and his family flee Mexico but eventually come back and he shot. Plan of casa mate put Santa Anna in control.

1823-1824, worked out a liberal constitution and became a democracy. Liberalists Vs Federalists.

Miguel Ramos Arispe wrote the constitution in 1823. Everyone in power had to sign it. Some priest signed it with a black arm band in protest. Pale copy of the US Articles of Federation. Made the chief executive there for a long time. Bichambered legislature. Nobody voted for president, appointed by state legislature. Property requirements. 

Constitution has problems. It ignored 3 centuries of customs and traditions in Mexico. Govt is weak and unfamiliar. Gives power to local caciques. Provides for no check on the church or military. No protection from those bodies. Sort of an invitation for anarchy. Created questionable habits.

The first president they chose was Guadalupe Victoria, sort of a figurehead for Santa Anna. Vice president was Nicolas Bravo. Not very strong or memorable figures as compared to United States. The rest of the government is a hodge podge of every faction from the country. Bravo tries to overthrow Victoria but Victoria actually finishes his complete term of 4 years. Victoria was the only person to finish a complete term until Benito Juarez. The other precedent he sets is the fact that he was honest.

Santa Anna defeats the Spanish in 1829. The Spanish succumbed to heat and mosquitos. After this victory, he is known as the Kingmaker. He can make you or break you. 

1828 election goes to Pedrosa. Guerrero ran against him and declared immediately that he had been cheated. Guerrero went to Santa Anna and Santa Anna unseated the president and gives it to Guerrero. After 2 years, Santa Anna appoints himself as president. Bustamante was the vice president. Santa Anna gave presidency to the vice president and kind of disappeard for a while. Under Bustamante, Mexico went back to horrible ways. Had Guerrero murdered.

March 30th 1833, Santa Anna elected president again. Claims he is in poor health and leaves the government  to go to a spa and leaves the govt to Ferreres. Ferreres has anti liberal sentiments and runs the country that way.

Santa Anna declares himself as dictator. Goes from one party to a another many times. Goes in and out of presidency often.

Capital was invaded by cholera and the Spanish died. Santa Anna took credit for killing Spanish off. 
1834, as the church and military are losing power, santa anna declares another plan. Elminitaes ferias and congress. Zacateca rebelled and santa anna sacked the city. Ferias fleas and now Santa Anna is supreme dictator and writes a new constitution.

Constitution of 1835

Written by junta of conservative leaders lead by lucas aleman. Very conservative, santa anna had doubts from the beginning. Santa Anna decides to take another break to go and fight a rebellion. The rebellion was an attempt to restore the 1824 constitution.

Yankee immigrants were supposed to swear allegiance to Mexico. Texas starts to rebel and calls Mexicans greasers. They ignore the constitution and the catholic church.
Despite the fact that the govt is bankrupt, he recruits an army of green troops and marches them to San Antonio. The first battle was against a city full of women and children. The army doesn’t want to kill them but Santa Anna declares No Quarter. One little boy gets away and runs to the Alamo. The US sends mercenary soldiers to the Alamo

March 6th, 1836. 150 US against these untrained Mexican army. 1 hour of fierce fighting. Mexico over takes the Alamo because they have more ammunition. Kills all captives.

Sam Houston lost 3 people with 18 wounded. Santa Anna lost his entire army. Santa Anna escapes on horseback and was found in a hut in a disguise as a woman. Soldiers were still solluting him even though he was wearing a dress so he was easy to spot. Captured by Houston and sent to DC. First president to visit the White House.

Jackson is impressed with Santa Anna and they talk about gambling and racing horses. Jackson sends him back to Mexico in 1837 and he is treated as an absolute hero. Retired and started to write his version of the war in Texas where he won all of the victories and the Texans lost everything.

The Pastry war. The French government intercedes on soldiers who eat a bunch of French pastries from a French baker. Santa Anna’s favorite horse is killed. He loses his leg, it is shot off.  The story of him losing his leg is pretty important and I should study it. He carries his lost leg with him. Decides he is going to have a funeral for his leg. Santa Anna innovated by having a military band. Burried in the national cathedral cemetery. A bit melodramatic.
Santa Anna at various times has various difficulties. He wrote his own eulogy several times because he thought he wouldn’t make it through several battles.
Peak of his power, 1842, after losing leg. Made a bunch of holidays for his friends birthdays. On the anniversary of the burying of his leg he required a gathering of govt leaders to pay tribute to his leg.

Popularity starts to wane because his wife of 30 years died. Very sad. Grieving. After 2 weeks, he marries a 15 year old girl that was already carrying his child. Mexico thought he was a scumbag. 1844, they exume his leg and throw it in a bon fire. Santa Anna is disgraced and exhiled.

1845, nation is in real trouble. Santa Anna is in Cuba offering his help. Mexico is at war with the US. Mexican army has 20k enlisted men and 24k officers. Treasury is completely empty. Mexico hates their leaders and are going through a revolution.

Santa Anna comes back and despite the war loses, he is president 1853-1855. This time he has a bunch of rebellions. Goes back into exhile but returns from final exhile in 1872.

Met by old military friend, his son in law and a stranger carrying a box with the ashes of his legs. He takes the box and weeps.  Then he dies.
Mexican American War

Profound influence on Mexican history. Ended with the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848. US was trying to buy Mexico for quite a time. Offered 1.5 million for Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California This was less than they offered Spain for Cuba. Acquisition of Texas was a huge issue. Sent William Parrot / John Slidell (dishonest) to offer 40 mil for the southwest. He never tells Mexico about the whole amount. Slidell wrote to President Polk saying he must chastise mexico.

Mexico had a fear of US expansion. US had abolished slavery and US southerners were thinking about moving to mexico to continue slavery. 

Mexico disagreed with manifest destiny. Mexico was scarred. War was largely unpopular in the US. Mexicans think this ware is about race religion customs … 30k men are drafted. After a few months, 25k are dead. US invades Mexico City. Mexico City has a good defense, story of the young men at the military school. These are the sole Military, sort of like ROTC, 9-16 years old. Soldiers in training. Under Juan Escuitia, they wrapped themselves in the Mexican flag. The marines came up the hill and the “ninos heroicos” threw themselves off the cliff. 

A bunch of stuff about the articles of the treaty. Couldn’t make heads or tails of this part. See handout she is going to give us next week.
Rosas – Prominent land owner from Buenos Aires
Sarmiento - Liberal

Economic and social stagnation, nothing has changed. Succession of Coup de tats. In each of the republics, there are several coups. Spanish America goes through the Caudillo stage. Chile is an exception. In some areas of latin America, it has not ended. In contrast with San Martin’s military success, every effort to organize argentina ends in failure. Non of the polical leaders have experience.
Argentina was a completely new country. Republican form of government was completely new and had never existed before. Most leaders are rationalists trying to reshape argentine society immediately. Any kind of  18th century government was tried in Argentina.


Assembly of 1813 in Argentina. Promote representational democracy by creating an open society. No more entitled people. Wanted to curb power of catholic church. Indians are free of their bondage. 

Uruguay breaks off from La Plata. Buenos Aires has 20 governemnts in a single year. Worse example was 4 govts in one day. In 1820 they realize that the govt has tried to establish a monarchy under European prince. Brought country into a riot. Absolute chaos, “terrible year 20”. Unity disappeared.

Povincial caudillos are cut free to do what they want. One province in la plata has 3 governments waring with each other.

Central govt tries to establish foreign policy. Bernardino Rivadavia is the first person to have success. Creole, leader of the unitarious. Had their way when constitution of 1826 passed. Roused opposition with clerics by centralizing government. Distanced country from pan-Americanism. Oppressed wars on boundaries. 

Quiroga

1827, Rivadavia resigns and exhiles.

Fighting between capital city and provinces is the central theme for the revolution in Argentina.

Argentina has gauchos and cities. Guachos are untamable and unique, opposed to strong central government in Buenos Aires. Gauchos looked down on people that wore coats instead of ponchos. 

