Bolivar

1. Call to arms – cartegena manifesto

2. Jamaica Letter from 1815 – Wants a life long executive, no elections, hereditary senate. Wants voting citizens to be an apprenticed citizen. Must be educated.

3. Congress angosturas

4. Bolivian constitution of 1826. Monarchs are impractical. Heart and soul will be an elected official. Elected president will pick his successor and rule for life. 

Bolivar is spiritual father of pan-Americanism. Appeal for unity has a cultural base that just wasn’t true. None of his unions work. 

After the wars, they did not disband the military so the leaders came from the military. Tremendous damage done to the countryside from 10-15 years of civil war.

Economic issues

Debt

War loans

Military supplies like food and housing

Nobody wants taxes

Infrastructure

Buildings are destroyed

Regionally isolated

Still have  a colonial structure

No market economy, need to find their own place and modernize

Still have mining. They were forcing the slaves and lower class and natives to mine.
There is a decline in mining because people don’t want to do it. Production declines by over 50%
Agriculture

Independence movements coincided with a horrible drought.

Political divisions

Liberal – monarchists, centralists

Conservative – Republicans, Federalists

Federalists concede power to the states. Want local states to have power. Weak central government. Same issue as the Articles of Confederation in the US. 

Very few leaders want democracy. The leaders already have a high status, didn’t want to give it away.

He who sows the revolution plows the seed.

US recognizes Gran Columbia, Argentina, Mexico in 1822 and 1823. Britain is chomping at the bit to fill the trade vacuum in central and south America that was left behind by the absence of Spain.

Spain recognizes all states except peru in 1866.

2 main power structures in SA, Creoles and Church. New nations want the Vatican to recognize the churches so they will no longer be subordinate to archbishops of Spain.

Social attitudes

Creoles had not treated the people well. This does not change. Mestizos, Mulattos, Indians, Blacks are treated with contempt. Refused to recognize the abolition of slavery in some areas. Mexico kept slavery until 1829, venezual until 1854, Brazil in 1888. Latin America is a land of class and priveledge. 5% literacy rate. Brain drain, colonial educated were penninsulares and they went back to Spain. The professionals go back to Europe. No engineers or doctors in LA. 
State the law and then back it up with violence. Use the constitution and law to declare the sanctity of property. Restrict suffrage to literate. Add a property requirement for voting. Protect your wealth by shifting tax burden to the poor. Police and military violence. The poor never win in court. Political violence becomes more and more common.
Emergence of a new political institution, Caudillo. Grows out of necessity after the fall of the Spanish.  Redeemed Spanish America from anarchy. Cuadismo. Legacy for the wars of independence. Caudillo has natures gift of being able to slave the souls of other men. Wins the affection of great masses of people. Commands their competence. Dominates rivals by personal power and strength. Justifies his dictatorship. 

Caudillo

Personal relationship among individuals, family and power connections, connections with church supercedes and kind of institutional framework..

Godfather situation, you do for me, I do for you.

Government takes on personality of the leaders. Wide variety of styles of leadership.

Rosas in Argentina, paranoid xenobphobia to situation
Melgarejo in Bolivia adds cruelty as a drunken brute
Santa Anna in Mexico, flamboyant and irrational individual with a knack for doing the wrong thing
Caudillos are popular. They are described as gruesome leaders with violence but they were revered. These are the saviors of the people. Declare themselves as saviors. Charismatic. Primitive leaders, alpha male. Gain respect through violence and show of force. Personal magnetism.

Use of crude terrorism on the people. Often fell from power the same way they gained it, through violence. 

Gulpe de Estado, blow to the state. Overthrow. How they came to power.

Reward their followers with estates, offices. Patronage. Long LA tradition of patronage. You support your patron, if they are successful, you will be successful.

Parasitic – few locally usable methods of chicanery and thievery that caudillos did not try. Took what they wanted by force. Got to be wealthy by bullying people.

Patronage, personalism, primitive power, parasitic
