Juntas

1811, colonials in Spanish SA declared independence in 

Period of 15 years of civil war

Unlike mexico, leaders of movement are entirely European / creole. Augmented by foreign adventurers and mercenaries.

Simone Bolivar – most famous of south American liberators, from Venezuela.  Liberated Venezuela, Colombia, Equador, PPeru and Bolivia. 2nd son of juan de chente de Bolivar. Born 1783. Father was wealthy citizen, colonel of militia. First 8 yrs of education tutored by simone Rodriguez who taught him basics like math and language. 1797 his teacher is arrested. Bolivar like the outdoors… often found doing hard labor with slaves because he like the activity. Enlisted in militia at age 15. 1799, on the way to Spain through Mexico to ffinish school as is custom. Met his wife Maria Rodriguez del Toro, married, she died a year later. When she died, he took an oath to never remarry. If his wife had not died, he never would have taken his second trip to Erope. His revolutionary ideas never would have taken off. Returned to Europe in 1804, stayed 3 years. Met with his old teacher Simone Rodriguez. Rodriguez gave him books like Locke. Was always looking for practical side of ideas he read. When he studied Greece and Rome, he changed his mind and started to support republics instead of monarchies. After a stay in the US, saw how the republic worked, wanted to set up a successful republic in Venezuela. 1810, offered services to revolutionary Junta and served as military officer. Considered going to Spain to fight with Spain against Napoleon but he had his property seized so he stayed in SA. July 7 1811, Junta declared the establishment of the Venezuelan Republic. Good Friday, 1812, earthquake strikes caracas where the rebels are stationed. The loyalists thought that Gods anger brought the earthquake.  Betrayed Miranda to the Spanish, accused him of treason. Cartagena manifesto, made in Colombia on exhile, attack on lax code on treatment of loyalists. 1813, congress of new grenada gives him commission to attack Venezuela. March 13th, declares that the whole of America expects liberty. Declares war to the death to the royal loyalists. Wants to kill all of his opposition. If you are European, you die. August 1813, enters caracas as a liberator and chief executive. Becomes a virtual dictator. 1814, hands over govt to civilian control. Pushes to merge Venezuela and new grenada. Jose tomas Boves, head of reactionary royalist group, tall and fair complected blue eyes, despite appearance had remarkable relationship with the people in the llanos. Llaneros are sort of cowboys and outcasts that are loyal to Boves. When Boves died, Bolivar was able to recruit the llaneros. 1814, ordered execution of all Spanish officers. 1815, Bolivar hears of loyalists, flees to Jamaica. In Jamaica writes a letter comparing Spanish American people to Rome. Rome crumbled into states that formed a govt suitable to their position. SA needs a paternal govt, something very strong. Doesn’t believe in monarchies for America. Sees it as a passé institution. Prophecied that latin America would split into 17 different countries. Pushes for republics instead of monarchies. Even though the states are separate, sees them as a federation. The congress of the Americas, the for-runner to the league of nations. 1815, Pablo Morea brings 10k people to fight and conquers Venezuela and Colombia. 1816 secures base of operations in Orinoco region. Partners with Haiti’s president in 1817 and 1818 uses resourcefulness to the limits, reestablishes his reputation as a successful military commander. No quarter, Spanish had an idea that anyone who rebelled against them was a pirate, all rebels were killed without exception. Takes patriot gorilla bands and moves to the swamps in Orinoco area. Close to the llanos and set on recruiting the llaneros. 2500 british volunteer to fight against the Spanish with the rebels. Some Irish join as well. Napoleonic wars are over so there is a surplus of arms that are brought to aid Bolivar.
Castlereagh – declares that only Spain can reclaim their colonies. Can’t pass it off to other countries. Refused to allow any other countries to intervene. Britain helps bring success to rebels.

Holy alliance does not want Spain to have a huge empire, they want the chance of succeeding as countries themselves. 

Ferdinand 7th did not agree with anything that was going on, wanted to maintain mercantilism and absolutism. 
Jose Antonia Paez – Llaneros. Valuable leader.  Appointed santander.

Colonel Riego took 10k troops to Americas to crush rebels but changes his mind and sees the king Ferdinand the 7th as the enemy. Ferdinand forced to go into exhile by Riego. 

Colombia became independent as part of Venezuela. Some people thought Bolivar was a sellout for doing this. It was most likely just buying time for a real change. 

1821, fighting commences for Bolivar. Battle of Carabobo, july 14th 1821, Spanish forces are annihilated and liberated Venezuela. Bolivar turns his attention to the south. Sends Sucre to the south.

Jose de San Martin – from La Plata Argentina. Professional soldier, sent to destroy Spanish forces in Chile and Peru. Born north Argentina 1778, son of Spanish officer. While a kid, taken to Spain. Trained there as a military officer. Fought in Spanish army. When heard of wars in SA, returned and offered services to Buenos Aires liberators. Inclined to be dramatic, not pushing for personal glory. Mendoza Argentina 1817, recruited The Army of the Andes. Increases forces by using Chilean exhiles. Puts OHiggins as Viceroy of Peru. Irish are fleeing to Spain because they are Catholic… same with Mexico. With the Army of the Andes, they scale the cordillera (the Andes), dragged artillery about 200 miles through mountain trails. Start with 9k mules, half of them make it. 1600 horses, 1/3 survive. Took Spanish completely by surprise at battle of terabuca. Battle of Maipu, where they finish of the Spanish  resistence in Chile. San martin enters Chile and declares victory. San martin then focused on Peru. Needed a fleet because the atacampa desert is in the way. Dryest desert in the whole world.  1000 miles of desert inbetween Chile and Peru. Takes ships from Chile.
1819, Lord Cochran, number 2 ranking British officer. Lord Nelson is number 1. British kick Cochran out of Navy at an opportune time, British were not allowed to get involved… becomes freelance military advisor to San Martin. After Spanish war of independence, suddenly cleared of all charges and reinstated to British navy.

San Martin offers to serve under Bolivar, Bolivar refused. Bolivar begins process of comleting military  phase of independence. San martin is frustrated by Bolivar. San Martin leaves Peru and is not involved in SA politics. Died in france as a lonely exhile in 1850.  San Martin wanted SA to be a monarchy, Bolivar wanted a republic. San Martin was willing to take the roll of a supporter, no way that Bolivar would have done that. Both ultimately go into exhile.
Bernardo O’Higgins – Chile

Paulo Santander from Colombia

Jose Antonio Sucre – from Bolivia. Reached agreement with junta and turns to Argentina. Concerned of Spanish troops in Peru and Chile. Battle of Junin, Sucre is leading rebel forces. No firearms in either side. Battle was fought completely in silence, used lances and swords, hand to hand combat and horses. Patriots win a stunning victory. Ayacucho was 11k feet altitude. Sucre defeats viceroy lucerno, Spanish ended organized resistence and relinquished control. Guarantees that Bolivar was The Liberator. He was called that before but he has now lived up to his name. Bolivar hailed as military genius. Bolivar was not satisfied with victory, thought nations needed to be trained to exist in the war. “I fear peace more than war”

Jose Artigas - Uruguay

