Mexican revolution is the first to have a social revolution. Much of the leadership in the initial stages is Creole. Participation by lower classes as well. This is the ONLY revolution that has involvement from the lower classes, only one that is a real social revolution. Only struggle lead by clergy,. Father Hidalgo and Father Moreles. First revolution will fail. Social and economic reforms will fail. Eventually, the more conservative parties crush the radical clergy agenda. Conservatives prevail.

News of impending fall of spain caused great deal of agitation. Inspired the Creoles to design ways to take control.
Ferdinand the 2nd  el desellado

May 2nd 1808, Spain revolts against France. 

Still have a system that is vigilante enough to operate for 2 years. Mexico’s viceroy Iturrigary. Penninsulares rule for 2 years until the viceroy was ousted. The creoles didn’t like him because he was too liberal and too pro French. The native Mexicans didn’t like him either. 

In Queretaro, a group of Creoles were forced into the position of being the rebels. The leading man on this revolution was Father Hidalgo (1753-1811). Miguel Hidalgo is a very improbable revolutionary. He is a 57 year old parish priest. Received his BA at ………….  Was a teacher, removed from teaching staff because he was too liberal and mismanaged funds. By 1800 he has the inquisition looking into his parish. They claimed he was not a Christian, still being watched. Numerous complaints about unorthodox clergy, playing cards, gambling, mistresses, parties. Hidalgo has 2 daughters which shows he was not true to being celibate. Has a library consisting of forbidden books. A house that he called Little France. He has Russo, Locke, Jefferson, constitution, declaration of independence. Inq also attacked commercial opportunities. He had vineyards ad grew olives on the side against spains mercantile monopoly.

Born 1753 on hacienda. Mother was from long established Spanish family. His father was the foreman on the hacienda. Chief concern was to educate their sons. His early education was given to the Jesuits. The expulsion of the Jesuits came in 1767. His Jesuit school was closed when Jesuits were expelled. 6000 Creoles are kicked out from the Spanish inquisition. He entered the collegio de san Nicola at 14. got BA in 1770 at university of mexico city. Became director. Assigned to obscure parishes. Spoke out for indigenous rights. 1803 in Dolores, concerned about social problems, how people were not able to move up in class. Went into Indian communities and encouraged them to start their own business, like growing grapes for wine production, planting illegal mulberry trees for silk, pottery factories. All of this is against the Spanish monopoly. Started speaking out against the caste system. Elected as representative, believed that after imprisonment of king, they should use the cabildo system of government. Town councels should rule in absence of structure from the monarchy.
Belongs to a secret society. Influenced heavily by the French revolution.

Aldama, Allende, Abasola. Domingues and his wife Josafina.

Allende has lost 3 properties after 1804 consolidation of land. Thought he should be paid for seized land. Upset all Creoles when they were not paid for their land. 

They want class control and autonomy and to aid the Spanish against the French. They liked the French revolutionary ideals, but they did not like the French.

September 16th  1810. Grito de Delores.  “The call of Delores”. An act to declare independence. Mexican Independence day.
Wanted to start revolution on September 29th. Felt they had to kill or capture the Spanish or else they would be killed themselves.
By 1800, Mexico was bankrupted by Madrid. Had a general recession that was hitting the colonies that coincided with a famine in 1808-1810. Monetary loss due to royal control. Starts off by looking like a caste war. Failure of agriculture threatened all classes. Made it easier to recruit Indians. Indians that were laborers rather than farmers followed Hidalgo. 
Maiz and beans prices skyrocketed so people could not afford to eat the basics of food. Sept 28th 1810, Hidalgo displayed his troops. The Indians over ran the town except the grainary. They were hungry and went right after the food. Murdered the Spanish. Tortured and mutilated the Spanish grain workers.
Monte de cruces, Spanish had 7000 troops. Spanish retreated to the capital. Had a clear road  to Mexico City but retreated. Had to regroup or possibly showed pity on the Spanish, not sure why Hidalgo retreated and did not sack Mexico City.

Jan 17th 1811, Calleto had 7000 forces and Hidalgo had 40k-50k. This could have been a mixed group of dissatisfied people. One lucky shot hits their munitions and blows up the  rebels weapons. Rebels retreat. Hidalgo caught in 1811 and the leaders are executed… Hidalgo is not killed because he is clergy. Given over to the church for trial. Declared a formal heretic, a rebel, a luthern, a schismatic and a suspected atheist.

Hidalgo confesses that he is Catholic. Military tribunal finds him guilty of high treason and is executed while holding a crucifix. The heads of the leaders are enclosed in iron cages and displayed at the four corners of the granary.
His fight was for redistribution of the land to the Indians. The Indians in their respective towns should have use of the lands. Wanted to extinguish the taxes. Slave holders were to set their slaves free in 10 days on pain of death for violation. No payment of tribute to Spain.

Hidalgo’s ideas were still considered worthy even though the leaders were dead.
Sept 30th 1765-1815 Morelos

1811 Morelos begins his political life. 
Morelos was more organized and  built a more solid foundation for the Mexicans to revolt upon. Not a Creole. Either a mestizo or a mulatto. Hidalgo’s student at college of San Nicolas. Not as personable as Hidalgo. 1811-1813, very active in leading resistance. 1813, took Acapulco. Nov 6th 1813 drew up basis of first constitution. Want independence, republicanism, Catholicism, abolition of taxes, tribute and slavery. Insisted that Mexico was no longer the property of Spain. Catholic religion will be the only and official religion. All men are equal before god and the law. Government monopolies are ended, specific agenda against the mercantile system. Stated that 5% income tax and 10% export tax, actually stated in the constitution.

National assembly has 8 delegates and is on the run because they are fugitives. 

Nov 1815, govt was ambushed by the Spanish. Morelos is captured and “relaxed” by a firing squad..
Supporters still fight. Guerro and Alvarez fight until 1821 when the Mexicans finally achieve independence. 
Felix Fernandes was the first president of Mexico. Guadalupe Victoria. Refused pardons offered to him by the Spanish. 
1817 Francisco Javier Mina wanted to hunt down anyone who was reactionary. 300 people organized as the relief army of the republic of Mexico. 
Central figure becomes Agustin de Iturbide, looked pure Spanish but was part Indian. Passed himself off as a Creole. Rising star of the conservative Mexican military. Late 1820 convinced the viceroy to finish of morelos.

Plan of Iguala, a group of Creoles. First tri-colored flag. Later, the Indian symbols of an eagle and a serpent are added. Took their flag design from France with their own colors. This group had 3 goals.

Religion - Religion

Independence - Green

Equality - Red

Their goals were skewed towards Creoles and Penninsulares. 

Treaty of Cordoba issued in 1821. Viceroy Odonaju recognizes independence of Mexico. 
Needed other countries to recognize their independence. They were broke and had no government. Original plan called for monarchy and catholic church.
Iturbide is a junta, military person. May 18th 1822 defeated the new country and claimed himself emperor Augustin I. Congress tried to limit hiss power. His supporters vaulted him into this position. 71 yes, 15 now, 23 abstained in the vote. July 21st 1822, bishop of Guadalajara. Fist thing he did was dissolve congress.
He was everything that they didn’t want.  Confiscated properties and land, forces loans  from the rich.

Antonio lopes de santa ana and Vicente Guerrero oppose him. The plan of, feb 1st 1823, the plan of casa mata. Santa ana called for the end of the empire, election by the public, new constitution.  May 8th 1823 Ituribe went into exile. Branded a traitor and found guilty. He was away but later came back and was shot and entombed in Mexico City. His last words were fellow Mexicans in the moment of my death I recommend to you the love of our country and our holy religion…. Blah blah blah. 
