Spanish elite

peninsulares – born in Spain

Creoles – Spanish blood, born outside of Spain

Creoles were really anti revolution at first. They were the upper class and had the bloodline that kept them in control.

Bourban reforms from France.

1788-1808 Events intensified the relationship between colonies and mother country.

Charles the 4th turned administration over to his wife’s lover.

1789-1799 – French revolution, radical phase and social upheaval.

1799-1815 – Conservative reaction to revolution, Napoleonic wars. Napoleonic code.

1713 - Treaty of Utrecht. Enlightened despotism. Revival of Spanish nationalism in Spain.

Under the Bourbon reforms, offices are only able to be held by Peninsulares. Creoles  could not hold office, they were not very happy about it.
Bourbon secularism. By emphasizing a more secular approach to society, they threw off this divine right kingship. 

The Jesuits have been educating people and protecting the Indians. 1767, the Jesuits were expelled. The Spanish crown took their riches and kicked them out.

There is an intense hatred of Spaniards and there was no love lost from the locals to see the Jesuits expelled.

There is now no protection for slaves or Indians. 

The encomienda system is a trusteeship labor system that was employed by the Spanish crown during the Spanish colonization of the Americas.

Mita

The Repartimiento de Labor was a colonial forced labor system imposed upon the indigenous population of Spanish America and the Philippines. In concept it was similar to other tribute-labor systems, such as the mita of the Inca Empire or the corvée of Ancien Régime France: the natives were forced to do low-paid or unpaid labor for a certain number of weeks or months each year on Spanish-owned farms, mines, workshops (obrajes), and public projects. Like the encomienda system that preceded it, the repartimiento was not slavery, in that the worker is not owned outright—being free in various respects other than in the dispensation of his or her labor—and the work was intermittent. It however, created slavery-like conditions in certain areas, most notoriously in silver mines of 16th century Peru. [1] In the first decades of the colonization of the Caribbean the word was used for the insititution that became the encomienda, which can cause confusion.
The Age of Enlightenment or The Enlightenment is a term used to describe a phase in Western philosophy and cultural life centered upon the eighteenth century, in which reason was advocated as the primary source and legitimacy for authority. Developing in Germany, France, Britain, the Netherlands, and Italy, the movement spread through much of Europe, including Russia and Scandinavia. The signatories of the American Declaration of Independence, the United States Bill of Rights and the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen were motivated by "Enlightenment" principles. This period is also known as the Age of Reason, although the English Bill of Rights predates the era by a century.

Thomas Paine is the only writer in the Americas that was pro-revolution.

Strict censorship code limited revolutionary works of literature made it hard to distribute. The church was anti-enlightenment because they had the index of forbidden books.

Creoles found that in these revolutionary documents there were ready made lists of things that they should be disgruntled about. All they had to do was get the forbidden books and they knew exactly what they had to do.

During the Napoleonic wars, the US was able to trade with the Spanish colonies. Too many distractions in Europe.

Creoles thought of themselves as Americans but under the crown.

Bourbon reforms did not improve life of colonists. Gave privileges to companies and made the lower classes have a  harder life.
Precursors to the wars for independence

1. Peru – Jose Gabriel Condorcaqui Noguera – Educated mestiza. Direct decendent of the last Inca (Tupac Amaru). During the revolution, he took the name Tupac Amaru. First person to raise the standard of revolt. Executed Arriaga. Arriaga was a hated person, the Catholic church even hated him. This guy appealed to everyone that wasn’t white. Wanted reform. Wasn’t really looking for a revolution, supported the Catholic Church, agreed with protecting the Indians. Did not take Cuzco in his revolt, would lead to be a disaster. Plagued by poor communication. Does not have enough food or supplies for an army of 80,000 people. Rebel groups become disillusioned by the resulting poor leadership.

2. Haiti – Toussaint L’ouverture – 1743 – Slave grandson of an African King. 1790, leader of slave uprising. French revolution abolished slavery in France. Jacque O…. had been in France and brought back copies of the Declaration of the Rights of Man. Educated and Rich, had fortune of several hundred thousand dollars. 1801, controlled Haiti and Santo Domingo. Created a constitution and stopped the slave trade. Napoleon did not accept the constitution and sent 20,000 people to do away with him. Toussaint was captured and sent to a French prison in 1803. The US suppressed knowledge of this insurrection because they did not want their own slave uprising. 1803, napoleon sells Louisiana to US. With help of yellow fevor, the French are driven out of the Americas.

3. Venezuela – Francisco Miranda “The Great Precursor” – Born to Spanish parents. Served in Spain and Africa in the Spanish army. 1780, fought in Spain’s war against England. Accused of black marketing and treason. Deserted and fled to US. Met Washington, Lafayette, Thomas Paine, etc. Was not impressed with US. 1789-92, got financial backing from William Pitt. 1797 back in England, organized a secret society for propaganda. 1805 went to the US and got a boat and crew, invaded his own country. Nobody had ever heard of him and they kind of laughed him off. 1810, returns to Venezuela and named commander in chief. Bolivar calls him a coward and traitor, organized his turn over to the Spanish authorities.  Ends up spending his last 4 years in a prison.
4. Brazil – Joaquin Jose de Silva Xavier – a dentist – known as tiradentes – amateur physician, army officer, small marketer, teeth puller. Spoke up on grievances of the mineiros (minerals).  Banderantes captured Indians as slaves and used them to gather gold and stuff. Minas Gerais = Mining Area. When gold and diamond output declined, the Portuguese officials tried to raise their profits by raising taxes and lowering wages. Tiradentes was the leader against this. He wanted a university, end of slavery, factories and complete independence from Portugal. Armed uprising. When he was captured he refused to give any information, executed in 1792.
